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weakness. An established religion1 or the faith of a
Church, though it cannot at first dispense with statu-
tory laws which go beyond pure morality, must, he
thinks, contain in itself a principle which in time will
make the religion of good moral conduct its real goal,
and enable us in the end to surrender the preliminary
faith of the Church.

Fichte, Kant's immediate successor, takes the very
opposite view. Beligion, he says, is never practical,
and was never intended to influence our life. Pure
morality suffices for that, and it is only a corrupt
society that has to use religion as an impulse to moral
action. . Eeligion is knowledge. It gives to a man a
clear insight into himself, answers the highest ques-
tions, and thus imparts to us a complete harmony
with ourselves, and a thorough sanctification to our
mind.

Now Kant may be perfectly right in saying that
religion ought to be morality, or Fichte may be per-
fectly right in saying that it ought to be knowledge.
What I protest against is that either the one or the
other should be taken as a satisfactory definition of
what is or was universally meant by the word re-
ligion.

1 See Kant, I.e., p. 183: 'Weil indess jede auf statutarischen Ge-
setzen errichtete Kirche nur in so feme die wahre sein kann, als sie in
sick ein Princip enthalt, sich dem reinen Venmnftglauben (als dem-
jenigen, der, wenn er practisch ist, in jedem Glauben eigentlich die
Eeligion ausmacht) bestandig zu nahern, und den Kirclienglauben
(nachdenx was an ihm historisch ist) mit der Zeit entbehren zu konnen,
BO werden wir in diesen Gesetzen und an den Beamten der darauf
gegriindeten Kirche doch einen Dienst (cultus) der Kirche so ferae
setzen konnen, als diese ihre Lehren und Anordnung jederzeit auf
jenen letzten Zweck (einen offentlichen Religionsglauben) richten,'